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2. The Seviet forced laber system has completely changed since 1948, as sempared
with the time defore. Whether the prisener worked or met, he received a dasi
ration of 800 grams of breed. For working he received a spesial ut:len.‘“pq:tng
upon fulfilling the work norm.. Me was alsc paid for the work. The nwmber of
prisoners is estimated, by doth informants and also by other experienged oamp
inmates, at 20 to 30 millions in the whole Soviet Union. The first ‘wave of
inmates after 1945 was made up of Bastern workers, all of whom were ‘sentemced to
15 years apiece. Their number is estimated at 2,500,000. The second wave was
sade wp of part of the inhabitents of the area ocowpied by the Germans during the
war, of whom Ukrainians constituted an overwhelaing majority. In 1948 there were
Bass arrests of students and "komsomols® in the Soviet Unios. In that same year
8 revolutionary organisation galled "Istynnove Dielo Lenima® ("Lenins's Tree
Work") was formed at the University of Moscow. _This illegal growp, to which the
sons.of known Soviet bureaucrats belonged, was especially strong at the waiversity.
The wave of camp inmates of this kind was later added to by the anti-Semitic
measures which sent thousands of Jewish intellectuals to the camps in Siberia.
Another entirely different group was mede up of members of the Ukrainian resistance,
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of whom there were.8,000 at Voriuta alone. The prisoneis are conscious that

they are not only the objects of political repression, but that they are
regarded by the government as an’ important economic factor and as cheap labor
power for the expleitation of Siberias enormous Tresources. The raising of
living oonditions among the prisoners.also hes the purpose of increasing the
capacities of the penal camp inmates and obtaining larger results through larger
portions ‘and higher pay. In 1948 all oriminals were transferred from the labdor
camps to so-called "general camps®. When it is remembered how this element was
& special source for the spy system in the camps, and by its behavior a plague to
the polisleal prisoners, its removal must be regarded as an important alleviation
for the camp inmates. ' p

3. The head of the Vorkuta camp administration is now the MVD General Derevianko.
The commander of the "general camp™ in Vorkuts is the NYD (Soviet Secret Police)
Colmel Kuohtikov. Ip the course of the enormous expansion of the forced lsbor,
system, all so-oalled "free living" inhabitants were removed from Vorkuts in
1948, so that now only.prisoners apd guards with their families live there. The
situation is the same at Karaganda, Kolyms; and other places. .

o o . L sdold CulBBCUr M LUUT ALEL Ll

4, The atest political influence among the political prisoners has been the
m.;fi'nmon.n1-19~,w1;u).; + This organiszation first of all unifies the
intellectual leadership.of tbe transportees. It 1s interesting that the core
of this revolutionary movement consists, not of old Communist priseners, dut
of the younger Soviet generation: students, "komsomols,” and officers of the
army. The most active element is composed of the students of the University
of Nosoow. The members of the IDL are anti-Stalinists. boligvs dat the

‘. EFWakest evil of the Soviet Unionts developmens is the ddgtasorshly of. ke Party
mahine. The further development.and progress of the. Soyies. Wnion.mean 4 . ..
struggle agninst dictatorship. The statets Tenge of aythorisy mush.be.lighidated
assardingly. 'Also.the Communist, Party must not be, pormitiod. o hawe & menepoly
of arrenging the production program, It is ocnly the pelitiesl seheal and the
Snithy of new ideas. The .oontrolling end deniding histerisal fashar mmpt. be. the

, a8 such, The interesting statement ocourred mtmm“

®Astonishingly, the IDL demands exsotly what Djilas and Yugeslavia Because

. ihe 1deas of Djilas mgke no allowance for Tugeslaviats econsmie condibieme,, .

they are premgture, but they formed the main subject.of the disemssisns. and

theoretical debates of .the mtellectual sestion of the transportees af Yorkata.

The most interesting thing is what took place in the IBL erganisstion after

Stalints death. When the IDL leaders fownd that the "small-souled uresawsret®

Nalenkev preposed to link up direstly with Lenin through the oriminal Stalin .

orewd; they decided to change the nawe of ths organisation, in the fall of 1953,

frem IPL to "Soyus Syndykatov." The ravolutionary. leadership in Voriuta helleved
that. sush S Dame best reflectsd the future development of Soviet sosiety. Neither
the: state nor the Party, hut the free assosistions of produsers on the. basis of

an indwstrial economy would be the decisive factor in the future sconomic and
political developaent of the Soviet people. . : ’ L

5. The “"Believers" formed another growp of camp inmates. In the.women's camp they Were
knows. a5 "monashict® (®nuns®), but in the ments camp as "believers.". Their .
situat®ien_had changed.radically since 1948, .¥p to that_ time, they wers consistently
ridden by the camp administration, but mow the "Believers" no longer are required -

!, - -

SECRET

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/04 : CIA-RDP81-01036R000200040047-8



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/04 : CIA-RDP81-01036R000200040047-8

6.

7.

8.

25X1

-SHCRET

-3-

to work outside the camp. Because the Soviet state 1s for them & work of Satan,
Shey refuse to perform any kind of labor, They Vere a rsal problem for thy samp
antherity. Finally however the admingstration found & compromise, The "Believers®
rk only in_their barracks for their fellow members. They work s third.pf the
3 the other two-thirds they spend in Praying and eopying the.gospels. The .
"Beligvers® have thousands of secret ohannels through whish bhey are skillpd .im
fistriduting these copied-down exserpts of the gospels in .all the languages of
She Soviet Union, not only among the camp inmates but threughout all. S84beria, .
The guards! families 0150 read these writings in sesret, The "Belisvers' in the
present prison camps have nothing in common with previous peligieus seoty in
the Soviet Union. They are a small part of a great spontaneous religious move-
ment which has arisen in the Soviet Union sinee the war. New prisomers of this

"kind:: arrive .in camp sontinwously. They reject all confessions and prgenisstions.

The Gespel for them 1s the all-embraging stream.
Vkrainians form another s eclal ocamp group. They are ocommqnly known as
‘Banderovsi” or "Povstansi® ( Rebels"), Both informants agreed that the Wkreinian
§rowp 18 especially well organised. .When 800 Ukrainishs same to Vorikuta from

in Apr 1953 they marshed into camp singing their war songs. Immediately
after their arrival they demanded the removal of a small remainder of epiminal
prisoners, Im Kareganda the Ukrainians had killed 160 of these eriminals in the
oeurse of a night, After that the authorities no longer ventured to put Wereinians
and eriminals together. Their solution was to break wp the Ukreinism oamp at
Karagands and distridute them to other parts of the Soviet Mniem. e

On the other hand, the Virainians are mostly peasant elass yeuwths, hardly at. all
insellectwal, Because the only way for them to improve their oondisisn As oy
wrk, the Wkreinians turn out Bore than all the others. Tais ings Sham inso
senflioct with the members of the IDL, whose mottoc is to wepk slogdy, e of
e

i

seurests infermants is of s differeut opinion however, In his opin i
I sines their arrival at Vorkuta have been a streng influends in the

relaxing of eamp labor diseipline. They throttled drusal werk oyeressrs, and

sinee them evem the guards have been, for a "cal o ‘werking practise., It is .

Temarked that while the Ukrainian group (whg are mostly West Wkrainisms) are in

favor of independence for the Ukraine, their Pprogran appears to be a cempletely

demoeratic omne, even probadly in the Soviet sense. They are against a retum to

large land owmerghip and capitalism; they talk about, & classless soeiety; Shey

only waat liberty and oquality for their homeland., The leaders of thy

Vere greatly pleased when Petrovsky, the old nationa]l Commwnist leader, was

reinstated dy the Krealin, They said: "At last we have a right men in the Kremlin,

Although ke is & Commwnist, he is Western-minded and no favorer of the Grea$ Russinas.'

After Beriatls arrest a regular rebellion ocourred at Vorkuta and the leaders of
She, ING (Bpdinal. Didam) .and the Ukrainisns united in e commen program for the
immediate release of_ell_politioal prisoners. They deslared themselves resdy to
stay five years at Vorkuta as free volunteers in order, in this way, to make possidle

adoquate esoncaie measures for the further exploitation of the natural.resourses,

‘The eamp authorities tried at first to convinge the prisoners that their strike wes

senseless. But they promised various betterments, which in fact were ocarried out:

daily letter writing, unlimited receipt of paciages, reduction of rell salls to one

8 day, removal of the barred windows of the camp barracks. ‘The ¢onciliiatory measares
of the sdministration were ineffectual, however, all the 2ore, 50 as Wd prisoners
stood on the proclaimed changes in the punishment code. ‘The strike, whieh had
steadily gained strength until it resembled open rebellion, finally was suppressed
bloodily at the end of Nov 1953 when the eamp sommander, General Derevianko,

Teceived reinforcements. One hundred fifty prisomars ware snet. . 25X1
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